
Art
at Wordsworth 
Primary School 

and Nursery



VISION
At Wordsworth, we understand the important role the study of Art has in developing curiosity, creativity, and self–

expression. Both during specific lessons and across the wider curriculum, children are encouraged to create a wide 

range of individual artworks. Year on year, our curriculum introduces every child to a wide range of art and artists, 

including those from different periods and cultures. This in turn creates world citizens, with a contextual 

understanding of how art impacts and enhances societies and our surroundings. It also gives those less confident in 

purely academic subjects, or with language barriers, the opportunity to express themselves fully and in a practical 

way.

We want children leaving Wordsworth Primary School to be able to:-

• Appreciate art from different areas of the world

• Appreciate art from different periods in history

• Express their own style based on a secure knowledge of the elements of art

• Be able to talk about different artists with confidence

Our main aims are for children to become confident artists who find joy in their artwork and become creative artists 

who show progression with the technical skills they have learnt.



How to be an 
Artist at 

Wordsworth

Explore the form 
and artist

Skills

Practice skillsPlan

Outcome/ 
Evaluate





Drawing – Formal 
Elements

YR
Draw forms 

using  formal 
lines and 

simple 
shapes.  

Nursery
Create closed 

shapes with 
continuous lines 

and use these 
shapes to 
represent 
objects. Y1

Draw 
accurate 2D 
shapes and 

control 
pressure.

Y4
Accurately 

identify and 
render 2D and 

3D shapes. Use 
the scumbling 

method.

Y2
Use 2D shapes 
to create form 
with neat and 

accurate 
detail.

Y3
Use 2D and 3D 

shapes to 
create form. 
Use hatching 

and cross –
hatching 

methods.

Y6
Create one point 
perspective and 
skilfully control 

outcome.

Y5
Draw lines, 
shapes and 

forms neatly 
and evenly. Use 

the stippling 
method.



Drawing – Key 
concepts

Artists Generating 
ideas

Charles 
M.Schulz

Beatrix 
Potter

E H 
Shephard

Henri 
Rousseau

Todd 
McFarlane

Jan 
Pienkowski

Illustrating
Story 
books

Comics 

Nature World 
around 

us



Drawing – Key 
concepts

Evaluating
Making

Control 
pressure

Use shade 
and draw 

detail

Control 
drawing 
mediaMeasured 

deliberate 
lines

Purpose 
and 

intention

Skilfully 
control 

outcome Peer 
discussion

Improvements

Self-
reflection

Compare 
to artist’s 

work

Skills 
learnt

What 
went 
well?



Drawing Progression



Colour – Formal 
Elements

Y5
Create tertiary 

colours. 
Explore colour 
relationships 

such as 
complementary 

and harmonious.

Y4
Explore light 

and dark 
values to 

create 
realistic and 

vibrant 
colours.

Y6
Mix colours with 

care and sensitivity 
to show feelings 

and ideas. 
Confidently mix 
secondary and 

tertiary colours. 

Nursery
Explore 

colour and 
colour 
mixing.

YR
Play with 
colours, 

experiment to 
discover new 

colours.

Y1
Develop ability 
to mix primary 

colours to 
make 

secondary 
colours.

Y3
Mix secondary 

colours to 
make tertiary 

colours. 
Create depth 
by  exploring 

tone.

Y2
Develop 

colour mixing 
to make finer 
variations in 
secondary 

colours.



Colour – Key 
Concepts 

Artists
Generating 

ideas

Damien 
Hirst

Andy 
Warhol

Wassily 
Kandinsky

Valentina 
Verlato

David 
Hockney

Vincent 
Van Gogh

Experimenting 
with colours

Painting 
techniques

Using 
sketchbooks

Exploring 
artists styles



Colour – Key 
Concepts 

Making Evaluating

Painting by 
mixing 

colours

Printing 
with foam

Landscapes

Exploring 
watercolours

Abstract 
art

Improvements

What 
went 
well?

Compare to 
artist’s work

Self-
reflection

Peer 
discussion

Skills 
learnt



Colour Progression



Colour Progression



Sculpture – 
Formal Elements

Y5
Work safely 
and sensibly 
persevering 

when work is 
challenging.

Y4
Modify and 

correct forms 
with greater 

skill.

Y6 
Design and 
make more 

complex 
forms in 3D.

Nursery
Join different 

materials 
and explore 

different 
textures. Y1

Create form by 
cutting, 

forming and 
joining 3D 

shapes.

YR
Simple shapes 

and forms 
made from 

pliable 
materials.

Y3
Make forms and 
understand how 

to finish and 
present their 

work to a good 
standard.

Y2
Create forms 

to make things 
they have 

designed or 
seen.



Sculpture – Key 
Concepts

Generating 
ideasArtists

Eva 
Rothschild

Andy 
Goldsworthy

Sonia King
Antoni Gaudi 
Emma Biggs

Andile 
Dyalvane

Alexander 
Calder

Barbara 
Lichen

Nature walks

Exploring 
artists styles

Workshops

Links to 
History units



Sculpture – Key 
Concepts

Making 

Evaluating 

Paper straws
Salt dough

Natural 
materials

Wire 
sculptures

Wire 
portraits

Clay Mosaics

Improvements

Self-
reflection

What 
went 
well?

Peer 
discussion

Skills 
learnt

Compare 
to artist’s 

work



Sculpture Progression



Sculpture workshop



Art unit overview.



Art unit overview.
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