Design and Technology - Subject Specific Key Concepts
 
	Concept lens’
	Explanation

	Nutrition
	The nourishment or energy that is obtained from food consumed or the process of consuming the proper amount of nourishment and energy. An example of nutrition is the nutrients found in fruits and vegetables. An example of nutrition is eating a healthy diet.


	Structures
	Structures come in many forms, both natural and manufactured. Our own skeletons are structures as are trees and plants. Manufactured structures, including, bridges, cars, buildings and furniture are all around us in the made world.
The purpose of a structure is to:
· carry the loads for which they were designed
· do so without collapsing or breaking in use
· hold all parts together in position


	Mechanisms/ 
Electrical Systems
	Within a machine or machinery, a mechanism can be defined as any tool used to convert or control motion or transmit control or power. A mechanism modifies input forces and movement into a set of output forces and movement that the user desires.
A good example of a mechanism is a seesaw. In a seesaw, motion is transferred evenly across a providing there are equal amounts of force at each end.


	Textiles
	Textiles can be defined as a type of material. The study of textiles looks into the ways that materials can be made, such as weaving, or how they can me joined through various sewing skills.


	Electrical Systems
	Electrical systems require children to apply their knowledge of electricity to the construction of working circuits. They may take the form of lighting circuits, speakers or motors.




